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tion in chemical production and exports. Its chemists have been world
famous for their discoveries. It contains an abundance of raw materials
and fuels; its high decree of industrialization opens many possibilities
in the utilization of by-products and creates a demand for many chem-
icals, while the poverty of much of its soil makes chemical fertilizers
essential if intensive cultivation is to be carried on. These various
favorable factors have been most important in such nations as Germany,
the United Kingdom and France, which have accordingly become the
leaders in chemical production.

TABLE  52

CHEMICAL EXPORTS1
(percentage of world totals)

Area                               Avera&6'           1927

1925-1927           y '

Germany.................     24.4             25.7

Great Britain*,.............      13.5             13.3

France...................      12.8             12.0

Italy.....................       4.6               5.2

The Netherlands...........       3.6'             3.8

Belgium..................        3.5               3.2

Switzerland...............       3.3               3.4

I'Curope...................      71.7             72.5

America..................     26.2             25.7

Asia......................       2.1               1.8

World................    100.0            loo.o

Germany was a pioneer in chemical manufacturing, and has con-
sistently led all other European nations in this activity. The World War
seriously retarded the German industry and led to the rise of rival
producing* centers in other parts of the world. While it is doubtful
whether Germany will ever fully recover its pre-war position, it will
undoubtedly continue as one of the leading chemical-producing nations
of the continent. Its leadership in exports has never been successfully
challenged, and, due to the abundance of raw materials and the activity
of the German chemists, there seems to be little likelihood that it will
lose its commanding position in this industry.

Great Britain and France rank next to Germany as producing and
exporting centers. The former has recently declined somewhat in im-
portance, although the decline would seem to be merely temporary.
France, on the other hand, has been expanding its industry slowly
but steadily,

1 The Economic Forces of the World* Dresdner Bank, Berlin, 1930-